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• Guidelines recommend annual retina 
screening for individuals living with 
diabetes.

• Screening rates across Canada 
remain low, especially in vulnerable 
populations, despite availability of 
services, including tele-ophthalmology.

• Linked provincial administrative 
datasets, including community health 
centre (CHCs) records.

• Identification of individuals living with 
diabetes who have not had their eyes 
screened for retinopathy in the past 
425 days.(Figure 1)

• Cohort disclosure list provided directly 
to CHCs to permit contact information 
to be used to call about recommended 
diabetic retinopathy screening.

• Both provincial and community-based 
data are needed to those in need of 
diabetic retinopathy screening 
especially for vulnerable population not 
enrolled in provincial health programs.

Methodology

• Initial assessment across 3 CHCs 
identified 6032 individuals living with 
diabetes.

• At least 1 eye exam in 69.5% 
(3568/5131) for those with OHIP 
coverage.

Figure 1. Schematic of identification of individuals to contact about diabetic retinopathy screening
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